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Gangs in AmericaÃ¢â‚¬Â²s Communities offers a comprehensive, up-to-date, and theoretically

grounded approach to gangs and associated youth violence. AuthorsÃ‚Â Dr. James C. Howell and

Dr. Elizabeth Griffiths introduce readers to the foundations of gang studies through the origins of

gangs, definitions and categories of youth/street gangs, transnational as well as prison gangs (and

the distinctions between these arguably different types), national trends in gang presence and

gang-related violence across American cities, distinguishing attributes of serious street gangs, and

myths and realities.Ã‚Â Ã‚Â   Students and instructors will benefit from the Second

EditionÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s comprehensive treatment of the state of the literature on individual-level causes

and consequences of gang membership.Ã‚Â  Going beyond the traditional topics covered in most

texts in the market, this book uniquely describes specific gang patterns, trends, and cultures within

aÃ‚Â group-based structure while illuminating the most promising avenues for reducing the

presence and seriousness of gangs in American communities.
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Dr. James C. (Buddy) Howell is a Senior Research Associate with the National Gang Center, in

Tallahassee, Florida, where he has worked for over twenty years. He formerly worked at the U.S.

Department of Justice for 23 years, mostly as director of research and program development in the

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. He has published over 50 works on youth

and street gangs, and a similar number on juvenile justice and delinquency prevention, and seven

books on both topics. His gang publication topics include street gang history; gang homicides; drug



trafficking; gangs in schools; hybrid gangs; myths about gangs; risk factors; gang problem trends;

gang history in the United States; and what works in preventing gang activity, combating gangs, and

reducing gang crime. He is very active in helping states and localities reform their juvenile justice

systems and use evidence-based programs, and in working with these entities to address youth

gang problems in a balanced approach.Ã‚Â Dr. Elizabeth Griffiths is an Associate Professor in the

School of Criminal Justice at Rutgers University-Newark. After completing her Ph.D. in Sociology at

the University of Toronto, she joined the faculty of the Department of Sociology at Emory University

before moving to Rutgers in 2011. She is also a former predoctoral fellow of the National

Consortium on Violence Research and a former Junior Fellow of the Centre of Criminology at the

University of Toronto. Her research spans multiple substantive and methodological areas, including

communities and crime, spatial diffusion of violence, temporal trends in homicide, the emergence of

gangs in places, the transformation of public housing, youth crime and the code of the street, the

efficacy of drug-free zones, and victimization risk, among others.Ã‚Â 

Use caution with Kindle. The kind edition is different from the book. It is the 2nd. Edition, whereas

the book is the first edition. The information in the second IS different.  is aware.

Great book, learned a lot

Great book

Good for paper

This is more of a text book than it is an encyclopedia of gangs

I got this rental since my final was open book online. The search function was very useful in finding

info quickly.

Good book for school

Easy reading, a lot of good information condensed into a reasonable book. This book greatly

expanded my foundation and knowledge on the subject. A very interesting and compelling read.
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